
Overall Programme  

This set of questions relates to the programme overall. There is a further set 

of questions that ask for your opinion on each of the 5 proposed strands of the 

programme. 

1. Do you agree with the decision to invest in soccer? 

Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

Football fulfils so much of the programme for government, including in areas of the health 

and well being of the nation's people such as through participation, community and social 

development, and sporting excellence leading onto at international level as highlighted by the 

national senior team qualifying for the 2016 European Championship Finals. The Irish FA are 

the true guardians of football throughout the country and its national senior team, for 

example, has brought so much pride to  and recognition for the country. 

2. Do you have any alternative suggestions as to what the money should be invested in?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

  



Overall Programme (continued) 

  
3. Do you agree with the proposal to fund 5 separate strands in the programme?  

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

As a major regional football league covering a wide geographical area with 130+ teams, the 

Mid Ulster Football League believe that the four areas listed in the IFA's 2012 facilities' 

strategy document would be more appropriate, without the definite need to prioritise on one 

specific stadium for essentially one team as one stand alone strand, ahead of the IFA's around 

1000 member teams. 

4. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

As a major regional football league covering a wide geographical area with 130+ teams, the 

Mid Ulster Football League believe that the four areas listed in the IFA's 2012 facilities' 

strategy document would be more appropriate for the IFA's 1000 approximate teams, with 

around 40% to football development, which would give much fairer potential to all teams 

across both the country and the MUFL to apply.  Indeed, there could be a case for tweaking 

the 40% here upward. 

  



Overall Programme (continued 2) 

  
5. Do you agree with the 20% partnership funding requirement for all projects? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

20% is far too high and would make much of this facilities development unattainable for 

most clubs.  For example, a modest club house to also serve the community at say £250K 

would rule out almost all of the regional Mid Ulster Football League's 130+ teams, who 

would not have anywhere near £50K, and in fact the same for most intermediate and junior 

level clubs across the country.  Indeed, the 20% partnership funding would appear to conflict 

with much other similar recent government funding for football and communities, where for 

example, 100% funding has been funded towards some football teams' and communities' 

facilities development, such as from DSD for urban/rural regeneration.  In essence, if there is 

a need for a facilities development in whatever strand or level, it should not fail to happen 

because of the lack of existing funding from the club - instead, most imperative that the need 

is met. 

6. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

In appropriate cases, consistent with other recent government funding, right down at times to 

0% partnership funding, dependent on the particular need, circumstances, and situation going 

forward. 

  



Overall Programme (continued 3) 

  
7. Do you agree with the assessment criteria? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

For the MUFL's130+ intermediate and junior teams, it would appear that too much weighting 

is given towards financing in terms of partnership funding and also towards integration with 

the overall plan for the venue where number of spectators attending could seem to have a 

bearing. 

8. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments 

Each project should be assessed primarily on the particular need, and then take into account 

the circumstances, and situation going forward.  Plus, care must be taken to not necessarily 

fund those who can write the best essays or have easier access, financially or otherwise, to 

bid writers. 

.  

 

  



STRAND 1 – Safe Stadia  

The following questions seek your views on each of the proposed strands of 

the programme. 

9. Do you agree with the proposal to invest in Safe Stadia? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

As a major regional football league covering a wide geographical area with 130+ teams, the 

Mid Ulster Football League feel that there is no definite need to prioritise on one specific 

stadium for essentially one team as one stand alone strand, ahead of the IFA's around 1000 

member teams. 

 

10. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

The specific stadium could still be eligible for significant funding within one of the areas 

listed in the IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document. 

 

  



STRAND 1 – Safe Stadia (continued) 

  
11. Do you agree with the budget allocated to this strand of the programme? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

£10M for one team and almost 30% overall, ahead of the IFA's around 1000 member teams, 

is unfair. 

 

12. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

As per answer to 10, the specific stadium could still be eligible for significant funding within 

one of the areas listed in the IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document. 

  



STRAND 2 – Significant Sub-Regional Stadia 

  
13. Do you agree with the proposal to invest in significant Sub Regional Stadia 

(Designated Venues only)?  

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

This should not be restricted to designated venues only.  It should not be the case that any 

NIFL Premiership club be excluded - currently Ballinamallard, Dungannon Swifts and 

Warrenpoint Town.  Two of these teams are from the Mid Ulster area and the Mid Ulster 

Football League can speak with experience through the association that these teams have had 

had with the League of their contributions to football, their communities and the Mid Ulster 

area.  We look to such teams for hosting some of our major finals, as do our divisional Mid 

Ulster Football Association. 

 

14. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

At the very least, all NIFL Premiership teams should be eligible. 

 

  



STRAND 2 – Significant Sub-Regional Stadia (continued 2) 

  
15. Do you agree with the budget allocated to this strand of the programme? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

75% of £36M overall funding allocated to strands 1 and 2 is unfair and would leave 

comparatively little for all other need areas, including for the national Training Centre, 

communities and training developments, NIFL Championship, and regional intermediate and 

junior teams. 

  

16. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

Funding for strands 1 and 2 total should be lessened at the very least to around 50% 

maximum of the overall funding, similar to the IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document. 

 

  



STRAND 3 – IFA Championship Clubs 

  
17. Do you agree with the proposal to invest in IFA Championship Clubs (not 

designated under Safety at Sports Ground NI Order)? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

This could also be considered under the IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document for football 

development facilities. 

 

18. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

As above. 

 

 

  



STRAND 3 – IFA Championship Clubs (continued) 

  
19. Do you agree with the budget allocated to this strand of the programme?  

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

Would not be specifically allocating 8% of the overall funding, but instead would leave more 

open to be judged on merit as per the IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document under football 

development facilities. 

 

20. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

As above. 

 

  



STRAND 4 – National Training Centre 

  
21. Do you agree with the proposal to invest in a National Training Centre? 

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

Key for development of football and the national teams at all levels in NI.  A very accessible 

location for the whole country and the senior national team in particular if the team is 

residing at a hotel in or around Belfast is a must, such as in Mid Ulster's Craigavon with its 

motorway and rail links.  A National Centre beyond DCAL's Belfast suggestions would 

support the whole country, instead of just being Belfast centric.  Opportunity could exist on 

extensive leisure lands adjacent to Craigavon Lakes and Civic Centre conferencing facilities 

with a declared supportive Super Council, where there are also plans for a new state of the art 

Leisure Centre at 10's of £M's and a new headquarter Southern Regional College Campus at 

10's of £M's.  The College would be developed at the right age level for education also of 

football academy enrolments at a National Training Centre. Imagine the kudos of an 

attractive environmentally sustainable 30mins train ride from the existing Council partnered 

National Stadium to another Council partnered National Training Centre. 

  

22. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments.  

 

Location as above, away from DCAL's Belfast suggestions, in order to support the whole 

country, instead of just being Belfast centric, in an appropriate area such as at Mid Ulster's 

Craigavon, and all as further outlined above. 

 

  



STRAND 4 – National Training Centre (continued) 

  
23. Do you agree with the budget allocated to this strand of the programme?  

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

£3M and 8% of the overall funding, presumably suggested in 2011, would seem very light 

when now considering five years on in 2016 the recent advancements and costs in football 

facilities technology and development. One grass pitch alone for the National Stadium cost 

£1M+ in 2014, plus the stadium development itself after competitive tendering has increased 

in cost from around £30M to approximately £35M. 

 

24. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

Approximately double the suggested 8% and £3M figure would be more appropriate, similar 

to the IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document proposal of up to 15% of the overall funding. 

 

  



STRAND 5 – Intermediate and Junior Football 

  
25. Do you agree with the proposal to invest in a single high quality facility for 

Intermediate and Junior Football?  

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

There should be facilities development across the country for the benefit of intermediate and 

junior teams, where these teams equate to the vast majority of the IFA's around 1000 member 

teams, instead of just one single facility development.  The regional Mid Ulster Football 

League's 130+ teams would not benefit from a single facility development away from the 

Mid Ulster area - exactly the same would apply for most of the country if such a development 

was in just one location. 

 

26. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

The IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document would be more suitable under football 

development facilities, where individual clubs could also avail, with each at more modest 

levels, where greater numbers of teams and communities would actually benefit as much 

more appropriate. 

 

 

  



STRAND 5 – Intermediate and Junior Football (continued) 

  
27. Do you agree with the budget allocated to this strand of the programme?  

 Strongly Agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly Disagree  

Please provide comments. 

 

Funding capped at only 8% of the overall package would be greatly disproportionate to the 

vast majority of the IFA's around 1000 member teams being at intermediate or junior level.  It 

would be advantageous to benefit as many as possible with increased funding. 

 

28. Do you have any alternative suggestions?  

Yes  

No  

Please provide comments. 

 

The IFA's 2012 facilities' strategy document would be more suitable under football 

development facilities at up to 40% of overall funding, which could still be tweaked 

appropriately upward. 

 

  



General Comments 

  
29. Please provide any other comments on any aspect of the draft programme?  

 

As a major regional football league covering a wide geographical area with 130+ teams, the 

Mid Ulster Football League would repeat our belief that the four areas listed in the IFA's 

2012 facilities' strategy document would be more appropriate, and there could be a case for 

tweaking its 40% football development facilities further upward. 

  



  

Organisations  
 

 

 

31. What is the name of the organisation on whose behalf you are responding? 

 

The Mid Ulster Football League 

 
 

 

32. How many people are there within the organisation? 

 

6K+ officials & club plyrs, 100K website hits per mth 

 
 

 

33. Postcode 

 

BT32 3JH 

 
 



Confidentiality 

  
34. Do you want your response to be treated as confidential?  

Yes  

No  

 

35. Please state clearly your reasons for requesting confidentiality.  

 

 

 

 

 


